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It’s everything a school should be: academically rigorous and
high-achieving but kind, nurturing and creative with it
TATLER SCHOOL S GUIDE
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Welcome
You may have preconceptions about what a traditional boarding
school education is like – but Moreton Hall is a school like no other.
Established in 1913, Moreton Hall is proud to be one of the UK’s
highest achieving independent schools, educating girls from age
3-18 and boys from 3-11.
As a forward-looking school, Moreton is unencumbered by petty
rules and students are encouraged to take responsibility for
themselves, to live life to the full and to play their part whatever
their talent or strengths in the wider school community.
Don’t just take my word for it though – Moreton Hall was judged in
the top category by ISI in a recent school inspection, our students
represent their country in a range of sports including lacrosse with
national triumph, and enjoy success in their music examinations
with distinctions galore. Students develop skills such as public
speaking and entrepreneurship during their time with us and the
progress they make with their academic studies places us towards
the top in national value-added rankings.
Our students are self-confident and self-reliant, they are generous
with their support of each other and of the community and their
imagination knows no bounds. As a result our students achieve
exceptional public examination results and gain entry to the
world’s top universities.
This is truly a remarkable place.

George Budd - Principal

An infectious positivity and energy is
threaded through the classrooms, across
the sports pitches and onto the stage.
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Our School
One of the country’s leading girls’ boarding
and day schools for 11-18 year olds

A small International Study Centre
welcoming students from across the world

Moreton First – Preparatory School for
girls and boys aged 3 - 11

Set in 100 acres of beautiful parkland with
easy access by road, rail and air - Birmingham,
Manchester and Liverpool airports are just an
hour away

First Steps Nursery for 1-3 year olds rated as
‘outstanding’ by Ofsted and the Independent
Schools Inspectorate (ISI)

Close to the county towns of
Shrewsbury and Chester

The combination of the following features makes
Moreton unique in its flexibility:
A commitment to academic excellence
– including an accelerated Oxbridge
Programme, dedicated Oxbridge tutor
and a unique Medical Science Faculty
Highly qualified specialist teachers
offering a range of subjects from
Ancient Greek to Mandarin
A bespoke educational experience for
each pupil – allowing acceleration or extra
support as required – at no extra cost
An outstanding pastoral care system,
where the progress of each pupil is
carefully tracked and monitored

A strong boarding ethos with a full
programme of activities for every
evening and each weekend
A reputation for sporting excellence
alongside our sporting ethos: sport for
everyone. Professional sports coaches
enable our elite athletes to perform at
national and international levels

If you’re looking for girl power,
you’ll find it at Moreton Hall
TAT L E R S C H O O L S G U I D E

Opportunities for pupils to develop skills
that will prepare them for life beyond
Moreton, such as our Life Skills programme
or running the school’s unique set
of businesses – Moreton Enterprises
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Academic
Moreton Hall is committed to the enrichment and education
of every child. From the youngest member of Moreton
First to the most able Oxbridge candidate in the Upper
Sixth – every pupil receives the challenges and support
they require to fulfil their potential. We offer a varied and
balanced curriculum which allows pupils to achieve beyond
expectation in a stimulating and supportive atmosphere.
Careful attention is paid to the needs of the individual pupil
and wherever possible, a tailored programme will be created
to stretch the most able or support the least confident.
For those who intend to apply to Oxbridge (or other
highly competitive Universities), an accelerated
programme of tutorials, seminars and intensive interview
practice is offered. Great care and attention is taken in
matching the right girl to the right course and college,
and subject staff provide individual Oxbridge lessons to
ensure each candidate arrives for their interview confident
and fully prepared.
An extended teaching day, Saturday morning school
and activities every evening maximise the opportunities
of learning.
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Pupils’ attitudes to learning are outstanding.
Their positive work ethic, enthusiasm for learning,
excellent behaviour and sustained concentration
contribute to their progress and success
GOOD SCHOOLS GUIDE
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What goes on beyond the classroom is the
key to our academic success. Developing
thinking skills, sparking intellectual
curiosity or developing important
interpersonal skills and qualities all help
our pupils to become better learners”
SARAH HUGHES, HEAD OF SENIOR SCHOOL 
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Enrichment
The vibrant Enrichment Programme aims to provide every
pupil with an education that is as broad as it is deep and
is central to what we do at Moreton Hall. It is a rich and
varied programme of societies, activities, lectures and
visits which is designed to challenge and stretch in a
way that the current examination system does not allow,
whether in terms of teaching time or expectation.
Academic societies include:
Gertrude Bell (Anthropology, Geography & Archaeology)
Pi (Maths)

Adwoa Aboah, Fashion Model and Activist (centre), visits the Bronwen Society

Jenner Medical Society
Brunel Engineering Society

A unique Enrichment Programme and good

Eco Rangers

specialist support for gifted and talented students…

Mendeleev Chemistry Society

Meticulous university preparation, accelerated

Bronwen Society which aims to encourage
intellectual curiosity and prepare girls for the
most competitive Universities

Oxbridge programme and sound careers advice
GOOD SCHOOLS GUIDE
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Boarding
Moreton Hall is predominantly a boarding school,
although we welcome approximately eighty day girls,
many of whom board regularly. By Moreton Sixth Form
over 90% of girls board.
During term time our programme runs seven days a week
and although we are happy for boarders to go home on
some weekends, many choose to stay in to take advantage
of the various academic, social and cultural opportunities
available to them at weekends. Our staff provide 24-hour
academic and pastoral support, described in a recent
inspection report as being ‘of an outstandingly high
quality’. The emphasis is on learning independence within
a supportive community, giving every student the freedom
to develop as a responsible individual.
Parents are very much encouraged to join in school life
by visiting their daughters, attending sporting fixtures,
concerts and exhibitions.

Boarders develop into confident,
independent and articulate young
people with a pride in their school
ISI INSPECTION REPORT
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Bucking the trend, girls choose
to leave co-ed schools to come
to Moreton for Sixth Form
TAT L E R S C H O O L S G U I D E
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Results
Moreton prides itself on continually maintaining its
position as one of the highest performing schools in the
UK, both at GCSE and A Level, outperforming far more
selective schools at every level.
The ability to add value to each child’s education and
encourage them to perform above original expectations
is what sets the school apart. The MidYIS Value Added
League Table produced by Durham University consistently
ranks Moreton Hall as one of the top independent schools
nationally in academic ‘value-added’ ratings.

Tutorial System
Academic and pastoral monitoring are critical to the
success of Moreton students. Every pupil is assigned to
a Tutor on a house basis who meets with them at least
twice a week. Tutors liaise directly on a daily basis with
house parents, who in turn share information with the
Heads of Departments, Director of Studies, Deputy Head
Academic, Vice Principal and Principal in regular formal
and informal meetings.

The tutorial system ensures that every pupil is
very well known to the staff and each feels secure
and cared for. It is a key element in fulfilling the
school’s aim for each pupil to achieve the highest
standards in academic work, and in the plethora
of activities available
ISI INSPECTION REPORT
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Sport
The encouragement to perform beyond expectation
continues on the sports field. Every girl is encouraged
to take part in sport as an important part of her
education, whether that be at a highly competitive
level or simply participation level. Girls have sport
every day – often including two competitive fixtures
a week. Moreton has a strong tradition of success in
sport, reflected in the outstanding results achieved
by the teams every year.
In the Autumn and Spring Term, both Lacrosse and
Hockey are played as the two major sports. Moreton
is the regional centre for the English Lacrosse
Association and competes successfully at national,
regional and county level. Hockey is played to an
equally high standard. In the Summer Term, Tennis
and Athletics are the two major sports. Professional
coaches support all the major sports disciplines
throughout the year.
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The lacrosse teams are packed with county, national and international players
TATLER SCHOOLS GUIDE
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I have used skills that I would never have had the chance to at any other school. It’s a great
honour to be selected to lead the team and it’s given me a great opportunity to strengthen
my business skills and show universities and future employers my capabilities
18

MANAGING DIRECTOR OF MORETON ENTERPRISES

Moreton Enterprises
Moreton Enterprises is a unique business venture run by
the Sixth Form students. Established at the school over
25 years ago, today it boasts a turnover of over £50,000
and incorporates a variety of retail and service based
businesses all housed in a ‘shopping mall’ in the centre
of the school. The business retains a vibrancy through
exciting new initiatives introduced each year.
Through hands-on experience and the guidance of
mentors, the Directors and Managers of Moreton
Enterprises learn how to deal with all aspects of the
everyday running of a business plus the management skills
of communication, time management, problem-solving,
decision-making, delegation and negotiation.

It’s seriously impressive
GOOD SCHOOLS GUIDE
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Brilliant art – real art taught by real artists
20

GOOD SCHOOLS GUIDE

Art
Art and History of Art are both important curricular and
extra-curricular subjects. Three full-time teachers also offer
extra classes in Pottery and Life Drawing. Open seven days
a week, the Design Centre boasts the best facilities and a
creative environment in which students thrive.

It is only by introducing the young to great literature,
art, music and drama that we enable all students to
reach beyond their ambitions
C A R O LY N T I L L E Y, V I C E P R I N C I PA L

Cicely enjoyed national
success when her
work was exhibited in
the Royal Academy’s
A Level Exhibition.
She was selected as
having submitted
‘Outstanding Work’
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Music
Our thriving Music department aims to engage every
student at some level in the pleasures of music, offering
high class facilities, a wide range of musical activities,
first-class musical tuition and an outstanding trackrecord of results at GCSE and A Level.
A wide variety of options exist for musicians of all
levels - from beginner to music scholar – including
orchestras, choirs and choral ensembles, brass,
string and wind ensembles.
Over 400 instrumental lessons take place each week in
all orchestral instruments, percussion, voice, piano and
in acoustic and electric guitars.
All musicians are encouraged to perform in our
Lunchtime Concerts, as well as our more formal internal
and external concerts throughout the year - including
our regular overseas trips to prestigious venues such
as St. Mark’s Basilica in Venice, St. Nicholas’ Church in
Prague, Boston, Barcelona and Paris.
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Drama
Moreton has always had a strong reputation in the performing arts:
Music, Drama, Verse Speaking, Public Speaking and Debating in
particular. Drama is not only a compulsory part of the curriculum
up to Year 9, but also a popular subject at GCSE and A Level. Many
students enjoy taking part in house plays, school musicals and
productions - including performing at the Edinburgh Festival.
Two full scale productions are staged every year in the Senior School
plus various devised and scripted shows performed by the GCSE
and A Level students throughout the year. We regularly have guest
practitioners from the industry to hold workshops and talks with the
girls. These include theatrical agents, actors and casting directors.
Spoken English is a cornerstone of a Moreton education with all
students receiving lessons as part of the curriculum and taking
part in English Speaking Board exams. Many girls participate in
Speech and Drama Festivals as well as public speaking and
debating competitions.
Ballet, Tap, Jazz and Modern Dance are well-attended activities,
taught to examination level, but also challenging and stimulating
extracurricular disciplines.
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Facilities
Moreton is located in one hundred acres of spacious
parkland with views out across the Berwyn hills.
The school’s sporting facilities include an all weather surface,
grass lacrosse and hockey pitches, 14 tennis courts, athletics
fields, an indoor pool, netball courts, a nine-hole golf course,
a large sports hall and a fully equipped fitness suite.
The school library contains over 12,000 books, both fiction
and reference and a comprehensive range of periodicals
and newspapers. The qualified librarians are available to
assist students with their research, using the internet as
well as more traditional methods. Moreton First has its own,
dedicated library.
High quality modern IT facilities exist throughout the school
and boarding houses, including a dedicated IT Centre with
over 50 computers and high speed Wi-Fi to every house. All
main teaching rooms are equipped with data projectors and
interactive whiteboards.
A new £1.45 million arts venue enhances Moreton’s dynamic
arts programme with a fully equipped professional theatre
and a vibrant state-of-the-art performance space.

In all things Moreton punches
above its weight
GOOD SCHOOLS GUIDE
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Activities
The extensive Activities programme at Moreton Hall runs seven
days a week. It complements the academic curriculum as well
as providing opportunities for pupils to develop new skills
and talents. We see it as a critical part of what we offer at the
school. From Art Appreciation to Beginners’ Greek, Astronomy
to French Film Society, Fencing to Photography, Polo to Wine
Appreciation, the dynamic list of activities enables pupils to
develop many new interests outside of the classroom.

Duke of Edinburgh
A thriving Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme runs in the
school with around 130 girls taking part at any one time at
Bronze, Silver and Gold levels. The award scheme is noncompetitive and helps pupils to develop confidence and a
sense of responsibility. The areas of Skill, Physical Recreation,
Service and Expedition combine to give pupils a true sense
of achievement and are a valuable addition to their C.V.

Community and Charities
As a member of the Moreton community, all pupils are
encouraged to actively participate in a variety of causes
throughout their careers at the school. Whether a student
decides to visit patients in the local spinal injury unit, fundraise
for local charities, work in Berber communities in Morocco
or campaign for political prisoners via Amnesty International,
there are many ways for every girl to experience the benefits
of involvement in community and charity programmes.

Every girl in England
should have at least a
term in this environment
GOOD SCHOOLS GUIDE
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Old Moretonian and Editor of The Economist, Zanny Minton Beddoes

After Moreton

Old Moretonians

Moving on from the safety of school is a big step in any
young person’s life. Through dedicated careers advice
from a young age, work experience opportunities, talks by
professionals from the outside world, university visits and
Moreton’s own annual Careers Convention, our aim is to take
the stress out of this process and ensure that every pupil
makes the decision which is correct for her.

Testament to the bond that students make with the school
and with their fellow students, Moreton has a thriving Old
Moretonian association which meets regularly all around the
world. OMs also play a vital role in mentoring many current
students and offering work placements.

Many Moreton girls take a gap year and then almost 100%
of our pupils will go on to university, predominantly Russell
Group and Oxbridge. Beyond that our Old Moretonians
have impressive careers across many walks of life from
doctors and lawyers to business leaders and successful
artists, to name a few. Careers advice remains open to Old
Moretonians for as long as they require it.
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When our daughter leaves Moreton it will take
many years before she will find anywhere that will
be able to compare to the life she has led there
PA R E N T

Moreton girls take their place in life
after school without adjustment
GOOD SCHOOLS GUIDE
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This prospectus aims to give you a taste of what
makes Moreton Hall the enduring success story
that it is, of its ethos and character and why
Durham University consistently ranks it as one of
the UK’s top independent schools.
But to truly appreciate what Moreton can offer
your family, I urge you to browse the website and
then to come and visit me, the staff and some
of the students in person. We look forward to
welcoming you to Moreton.

George Budd - Principal
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Tel: 01691 773671

Email: admin@moretonhall.com

Moreton Hall, Weston Rhyn, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 3EW
www.moretonhall.org

